
Puppy Agreement & Health Guarantee 
This is a binding agreement between Oahu German Shepherds LLC (the "Breeder") and​
_________________________ (the "Buyer"), signed on this date ________________. 

 

Health Guarantee 
This Health Guarantee ("Guarantee") applies exclusively to cases of severe hip dysplasia or 
Grade III elbow dysplasia. The Breeder guarantees that the Puppy will not develop a diagnosis 
of severe hip dysplasia, as defined by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA), or 
unilateral or bilateral Grade III elbow dysplasia, for a period of twenty-four (24) months from the 
Puppy’s date of birth. 

To qualify under this Guarantee, the following conditions must be met: 

1.​ The Puppy must be X-rayed, and the results must be evaluated and certified by the 
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA). Only OFA evaluations indicating a severe 
grade of hip dysplasia or a diagnosis of unilateral or bilateral Grade III elbow dysplasia 
will be accepted. 

2.​ The X-rays and OFA evaluation must be completed prior to the Puppy reaching 
twenty-four (24) months of age. 

3.​ The Buyer must notify the Breeder in writing of the diagnosis within fourteen (14) days of 
receiving the OFA results and provide copies of the radiographs and OFA certification. 

4.​ The Breeder reserves the right to have the Puppy’s condition verified by a veterinarian of 
the Breeder’s choice prior to approving any remedy under this Guarantee. 

 

Remedy 
If the conditions of this Guarantee are met and the Puppy is diagnosed with hip dysplasia or 
elbow dysplasia under the terms outlined above, the sole remedy will be a refund of the Puppy’s 
original purchase price. The Buyer will retain ownership of the Puppy, and no replacement 
Puppy, additional compensation, or reimbursement for veterinary or related expenses will be 
provided under any circumstances. 

The Buyer will be responsible for all costs associated with the diagnosis, including but not 
limited to X-rays, OFA evaluations, and veterinary fees. 

 



Limitations 
This Guarantee does not cover any conditions other than severe hip dysplasia or Grade III 
elbow dysplasia as defined above. Specifically, the following are excluded from this Guarantee:  
Health issues, illnesses, injuries, mild or moderate grades of dysplasia. Conditions such as 
allergies, cryptorchidism, pannus, panosteitis, congenital issues, umbilical hernias, cancer, 
gastric dilatation-volvulus (bloat), or cosmetic concerns (e.g., ears failing to stand upright or 
overbites), Conditions resulting from accidents, neglect, abuse, improper care, over-exercise, 
poor nutrition, or other environmental factors. 

The Buyer acknowledges and accepts that the Puppy is a living animal, and its health and 
development are influenced by factors beyond the Breeder’s control, including genetics, 
environment, diet, and care provided by the Buyer. No guarantees, warranties, or 
representations are made regarding the Puppy’s future health, temperament, coat color, size, or 
characteristics beyond what is explicitly covered in this Guarantee. 

 

Immediate Return Policy 
The purchase price of this Puppy will be refunded if the Buyer furnishes the Breeder with a 
sealed veterinary certificate or official letterhead indicating that the Puppy is severely unwell, as 
defined below, and returned within seventy-two (72) hours from pickup or delivery. The Buyer 
agrees to provide the Breeder with permission to contact the diagnosing veterinarian to verify 
the information provided in the certificate or letter. 

For purposes of this Agreement, "severely unwell" refers to conditions such as life-threatening 
diseases that were present at the time of transfer (e.g., parvovirus, distemper, or congenital 
heart defects classified as Grade IV or higher), significantly debilitating genetic conditions that 
prevent the Puppy from living a normal life even with treatment (e.g., severe neurological 
disorders or liver shunts), or conditions requiring euthanasia, as determined by a licensed 
veterinarian. 

The Breeder ensures that the Puppy is healthy and free of contagious diseases, including 
parvovirus, to the best of the Breeder’s knowledge at the time of transfer. The Buyer 
acknowledges that the Breeder is not responsible for any illnesses, including parvovirus, 
contracted after the Puppy has left the Breeder’s property. Puppies are especially vulnerable to 
contagious diseases until fully vaccinated, and it is the Buyer’s responsibility to provide proper 
care and minimize exposure to unvaccinated animals, contaminated environments, or public 
spaces. 

If the Puppy contracts a disease, such as parvovirus or distemper, after leaving the Breeder’s 
property, no refund, replacement, or remedy will be provided. Claims related to the Puppy’s 
health will only be considered if supported by documentation from a licensed veterinarian 



confirming that the condition existed prior to transfer. The Breeder will reimburse no veterinary, 
travel, or shipping costs associated with any claim. 

This Guarantee does not cover minor health conditions commonly associated with puppies, 
including but not limited to giardia, coccidia, ear infections, skin irritations (e.g., dermatitis, hot 
spots, or mange), conjunctivitis (pink eye), respiratory infections (e.g., kennel cough or upper 
respiratory infections), umbilical hernias, or common internal parasites (e.g., roundworms, 
hookworms, whipworms, or tapeworms) and external parasites (e.g., fleas, ticks, or mites). 
While the Breeder makes every effort to prevent these conditions and ensures that the puppies 
are healthy at the time of pickup, these issues are treatable and are not grounds for a refund, 
replacement, or compensation. The Buyer acknowledges that these conditions are common in 
puppies and often arise due to stress, environmental changes, or the Puppy’s developing 
immune system. The Buyer assumes full responsibility for treating these conditions after 
transfer. 

The purchase price of the Puppy is otherwise non-refundable. Issues such as human allergies, 
difficulty assimilating the Puppy into the home, or rental restrictions (e.g., landlord issues) are 
not valid reasons for a refund. No refund will be issued unless the return is due to a severely 
unwell Puppy, as defined above, and documented by a veterinarian within seventy-two (72) 
hours of pickup or delivery. 

 

 

 

Rehoming Clause 
If the Buyer decides at any time, and for any reason, that they are unable or unwilling to keep or 
properly care for the Puppy, the Buyer agrees to notify the Breeder in writing prior to rehoming 
the Puppy. Under no circumstances shall the Puppy be relinquished to a shelter, humane 
society, or any similar facility. 

The Buyer is responsible for finding a suitable and loving new home for the Puppy and must 
ensure that the new home is appropriate for the dog’s needs. The Puppy must remain with the 
Buyer until a new home is found, as the Breeder cannot take the Puppy or dog onto their 
property due to the risk of exposing young puppies with vulnerable immune systems to 
contagious diseases such as parvovirus. 

The Buyer may request approval from the Breeder to charge a reasonable rehoming fee. While 
the Breeder is not obligated to assist with rehoming, they may choose to provide guidance or 
support at their discretion. If the Breeder assists in finding a new home, any rehoming fees will 
be retained by the Breeder to cover costs associated with the rehoming process. 



Failure to notify the Breeder prior to rehoming or relinquishing the Puppy to a shelter or third 
party will constitute a breach of this Agreement, and the Breeder reserves the right to take legal 
action to enforce this clause. 

 

Spay & Neuter Agreement 
By signing this Agreement, the Buyer acknowledges and agrees that spaying or neutering the 
Puppy is a requirement of this sale. The Buyer agrees to have the Puppy spayed or neutered 
between the ages of eighteen (18) and twenty-four (24) months, or once the Puppy has reached 
full physical maturity, as determined in consultation with a licensed veterinarian. 

The Buyer understands that delaying spay or neuter procedures until the Puppy has reached 
physical maturity is important for the Puppy’s long-term health and development, particularly for 
large-breed dogs. Early spaying or neutering (prior to full maturity) can interfere with proper 
bone and joint development and may increase the risk of certain health conditions later in life. 
For this reason, the Buyer agrees to follow the timeline outlined in this Agreement. 

The Buyer further agrees that the Puppy is being sold as a companion animal only and is not 
intended for breeding purposes. Under no circumstances is the Puppy to be bred, either 
intentionally or accidentally. Any unauthorized breeding will constitute a violation of this 
Agreement. 

The Buyer agrees to furnish proof of spaying or neutering upon request from the Breeder. 

​
​
Non-Breeding Clause 
The Buyer acknowledges that this Puppy is being sold as a companion animal only and is not 
intended for breeding purposes under any circumstances. The Buyer agrees that the Puppy will 
not be bred, either intentionally or accidentally. 

In the event of unauthorized breeding, whether intentional or accidental, the Buyer agrees to 
pay the Breeder a penalty of $5,000 per puppy produced and/or sold. This penalty is intended to 
cover damages and the Breeder’s costs in ensuring that the offspring are properly cared for or 
rehomed. The Breeder reserves the right to pursue legal action to enforce this clause, including 
but not limited to seeking damages, injunctive relief, or any other remedies allowed by law.​
​
The Breeder also reserves the right to conduct DNA testing to confirm parentage, and the Buyer 
agrees to cooperate fully with any such testing. 

 



Breeder Responsibilities 
The Breeder guarantees that the Puppy’s parents have undergone health testing to screen for 
common genetic disorders affecting the German Shepherd breed. While the Breeder follows 
responsible breeding practices and takes significant steps to reduce health risks, it is important 
to remember that puppies are living beings, and their health, behavior, and development cannot 
be fully controlled or predicted. 

The Breeder ensures that the Puppy has received age-appropriate veterinary care, including 
vaccinations and deworming, up to the date of transfer to the Buyer. A health record and 
veterinarian-issued health certificate will be provided at the time of pickup or delivery. 

 

Indemnification and Release of Liability 
By signing this Agreement, the Buyer acknowledges and agrees that the Breeder shall not be 
held liable for any claims, demands, losses, damages, or expenses of any kind, whether known 
or unknown, arising out of or relating to the Puppy once ownership has been transferred to the 
Buyer, except in cases of gross negligence. For the purposes of this Agreement, "gross 
negligence" refers solely to willful misconduct or an intentional and reckless disregard for the 
health and well-being of the Puppy that directly and substantially results in harm. Ordinary 
negligence, including but not limited to reasonable errors in judgment, decisions made in good 
faith based on veterinary or professional advice, or unforeseen circumstances, shall not 
constitute gross negligence under this Agreement. The Buyer acknowledges that breeding 
decisions involve a wide range of factors, including health, temperament, and genetics, and 
understands that no breeding program can entirely eliminate the risk of heritable conditions. The 
Buyer acknowledges that the Breeder cannot guarantee a Puppy free from all heritable 
conditions, as breeding decisions are made in good faith to balance health, temperament, and 
other factors. 

This waiver includes all claims related to the temperament, health, or behavior of the Puppy, as 
well as its suitability for any specific purpose, including but not limited to companionship, service 
work, training, or competition. The Buyer further waives any claims arising from injuries, 
damages, or losses caused by the Puppy to property, people, or other animals after ownership 
is transferred. Additionally, the Buyer agrees to release the Breeder from any liability for costs or 
expenses incurred for veterinary care, training, grooming, behavioral correction, or other 
post-sale expenses related to the Puppy, as well as any unforeseen health conditions, illnesses, 
developmental disorders, or injuries that may arise after transfer. The Buyer waives claims for 
emotional distress, dissatisfaction, inconvenience, or other intangible losses related to the 
ownership of the Puppy. 

The Buyer agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the Breeder from all claims, 
demands, actions, liabilities, or expenses brought by third parties or government entities arising 



directly from the Buyer’s ownership, care, training, or supervision of the Puppy after transfer of 
ownership. This includes claims related to harm, injury, or damage caused by the Puppy to 
people, animals, or property, violations of laws or regulations, and any negligence, misconduct, 
or failure by the Buyer to provide proper care, training, or supervision. 

The Buyer agrees that any claims for damages of any nature shall be limited to direct damages 
only, not exceeding the original purchase price paid by the Buyer. Under no circumstances shall 
the Breeder be held liable for consequential, incidental, punitive, or special damages, including 
but not limited to veterinary bills, training expenses, lost income, emotional distress, or other 
indirect losses. 

By signing this Agreement, the Buyer acknowledges that the Breeder has made no guarantees, 
warranties, or representations regarding the future health, behavior, development, or suitability 
of the Puppy beyond what is explicitly stated in this Agreement. The Buyer accepts full 
responsibility for the Puppy upon transfer of ownership and understands that no refunds, 
replacements, or additional warranties will be provided unless otherwise specified in this 
Agreement. This section is intended to be binding and enforceable, along with all other terms in 
this Agreement, under the laws of the State of Hawaii.​
 

 

Arbitration Clause 
​
Any disputes arising out of or related to this Agreement, including but not limited to claims 
regarding the health, temperament, or behavior of the Puppy, shall be resolved exclusively 
through binding arbitration. Arbitration shall be conducted in accordance with the rules of the 
American Arbitration Association and shall take place in the state of Hawaii. Each party shall 
bear its own costs, attorney fees, and arbitration fees unless the Buyer initiates arbitration and 
the Breeder prevails, in which case the Buyer shall be responsible for all fees and costs incurred 
by the Breeder. If the Breeder initiates arbitration and does not prevail, each party shall bear its 
own costs, attorney fees, and arbitration fees. 

​

​
Severability Clause 
If any provision of this Agreement is found to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable for any reason 
by a court or arbitrator of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions shall not be affected 
or impaired and shall remain fully enforceable and binding. The invalid, illegal, or unenforceable 
provision shall be modified to the minimum extent necessary to comply with applicable law while 
maintaining the intent of the original provision. 



 
 

Governing Law 
This Agreement shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State 
of Hawaii. 

 

Entire Agreement 
This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the parties. No other agreements, 
promises, representations, or warranties, whether express or implied, have been made by the 
Breeder or Buyer unless explicitly stated in this Agreement. 

The undersigned parties hereby acknowledge and agree to all terms and conditions set forth 
within this Agreement. By signing below, the parties accept and commit to adhere to the clauses 
and provisions contained herein. 

 

​
Breeder:​
​
Oahu German Shepherds LLC​
​
By: __________________________​
​
_______________________, Owner 

Date: _________________________ 

​
 

Buyer:​
​
By: __________________________​
​
Name:________________________ 

Date: _________________________ 
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